LINCOLN

garrison. This destruction, combined with the decline of
Lincoln's trade, accounts for Defoe's description of it as * an
ancient, ragged, decayed and still decaying city *. He further
comments on the steepness of the main street which obliged
coaches cto fetch a compass another way'. By the end of
the eighteenth century, however, Lincoln's prosperity revived
as a result of the drainage of the Fens which made her the
centre of a rich agricultural area. This was followed by
the development of steam power in industry, which created
Lincoln's present position as an important town for the
manufacture of machinery. Prosperity does not usually add
to the beauty of a town, but industrialism has not touched
the old part of the city on the top of the hill There, looking
from the Castle Square, where the Middle Ages rubs shoulders
with dignified Georgian houses, through the Exchequer Gate
to the twin towers of the west front of the Cathedral, one
can step back easily into the past.
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